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Department of Political Science
General Interest Courses
The study of politics is an important element of a liberal education. Students with a general 
interest in politics are invited to enroll in one or more of the courses offered. Students in 
senior-level Political Science courses must have completed 3 credit hours at the 1000 level 
in Political Science or have permission of the instructor.

Major in Political Science
Students majoring in Political Science are required to complete a minimum of 36 credit 
hours in Political Science, including POLS 1013 and 6 credit hours in each of the four fields 
of Political Science offered at St. Thomas.

i)	 For Canadian Government and Politics, the 6-credit requirement is satisfied by 
	 completing POLS 2103 and one other Canadian politics course at the 2000 or 3000 
	 levels.

ii)	 For Comparative Government and Politics, the 6-credit requirement is satisfied by 
	 completing POLS 2303 and 2313.

iii) 	For International Relations and Foreign Policy, the 6-credit requirement is satisfied 
	 by completing two of the following: POLS 2613, 2623, 3313, 3513, 3523, 3533, 
	 and/or 4603.

iv) 	 For Political Philosophy, the 6-credit requirement is satisfied by completing POLS 2806
	 or POLS 2803 and 2813.

Minor in Political Science
The Minor in Political Science requires 3 credit hours at the introductory level and 15 credit 
hours from at least two different fields of Political Science. 

Honours in Political Science
An Honours BA in Political Science consists of 54 credit hours in Political Science including:

POLS 1013	 Law, Power, and Politics
POLS 2103 	� Canadian Constitutional Politics and one other Canadian politics course at the 

2000 or 3000 levels

POLS 2303	 Comparative Politics of the Developed World

POLS 2313	 Comparative Politics of the Developing Areas

POLS 2613 	 International Relations I

POLS 2623 	 International Relations II

POLS 2803 	 The Western Tradition of Political Philosophy I

POLS 2813 	 The Western Tradition of Political Philosophy II
or 
POLS 2806	 The Western Tradition of Political Philisophy

POLS 3913 	 Honours Thesis Proposal

POLS 4903 	 Capstone Seminar – Problems in Political Inquiry

POLS 4923 	 Honours Thesis



S T .  T H O M A S  u n i v e r s i t y 261

Po
li

ti
ca

l S
c

ie
n

c
e

In addition, students must take another 3 credit hours at the 4000 level. Of the remaining 
courses, two must be at the 3000 or 4000 levels. Honours students are strongly encour-
aged to take PHIL-2513 Introduction to Logic and one of the University’s courses in statisti-
cal analysis (CRIM-2113, ECON-2123, MATH-3913, PSYC-2013 or SOCI-2023). Please consult 
with your thesis advisor in this matter.

Candidates will be expected to maintain a grade point average of 3.0 in the Honours sub-



262 S T .  T H O M A S  u n i v e r s i t y

POLS-1603. Global Politics (HMRT 1203)
This course provides an introduction to the concepts of nation and state, sovereignty, forms 
of government, and political conflict. It does so through consideration of issues in world 
politics, such as human rights and social justice, ecological imbalance, economic inequali-
ties, war, global governmental institutions and organizations. 

Canadian Government and Politics
POLS-2103. Canadian Constitutional Politics
This course will examine fundamental disagreements at the core of the Canadian polity that 
have plagued constitutional debate since its creation. Special attention is paid to the con-
stitutional implications of conflicting conceptions of individual, provincial, ethno-linguistic, 
and multi-national equality.

POLS-2113. Contemporary Issues in Canadian Politics
This course will examine a number of issues animating Canadian politics. Themes may in-
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POLS-3223. Public Administration
This course is designed to introduce students to the theory and practice of public admin-
istration. Attention will also be given to the development of skills necessary for use in the 
civil service.

POLS-4103. Seminar in Canadian Government and Politics
This is a seminar directed primarily at Political Science Majors and Honours students. The 
specific topic of the seminar will change from year to year. Students will be expected to do 
advanced research and to present and defend their work in class. Prerequisite: POLS 2103, 
or permission of the instructor.

Comparative Government and Politics
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readings. The second part of the course covers topics in market regulation, politics of 
development, and international political economy. Prerequisites: ECON 2153, or POLS 1603 
and permission of the instructor.

POLS-3413. The European Union and Europe
This course examines the formation and present politics of the European Union (EU), a 
unique community of democratic countries that agreed to delegate some of their sover-
eignty to common institutions. The course will look at the history of European integration, 
the key institutions and policies of the EU, and ongoing debates about European identity, 
EU enlargement, and economic developments in the Euro zone.

POLS-3423. Politics & Society in Russia and Eurasia
This course examines politics and society in Russia and Eurasia, focusing on the post-com-
munist transitions, Russia’s relations with other post-Soviet states, and the nexus between 
domestic and international politics of the region. Prerequisite: POLS 2303, or permission of 
the instructor.

POLS-4303. Seminar in Comparative Politics
Designed as an upper-level seminar for students of Political Science, this course will focus 
on theories of comparative politics and their application to a major issue of interest to the 
discipline. Prerequisites: POLS 2303 and 2313, or permission of the instructor.

International Relations and Foreign Policy
POLS-1603. Global Politics 
This course provides an introduction to the concepts of nation and state, sovereignty, forms 
of government, and political conflict. It does so through consideration of issues in world 
politics, such as human rights and social justice, ecological imbalance, economic inequali-
ties, war, global governmental institutions and organizations. 

POLS-2603. Political and Economic Integration in the Americas 
This course will examine economic and political integration theory in relation to theories of 
globalization, using the European Union and the Americas as central cases. The course will 
analyze, in depth, the issues of social justice, labour and environmental standards, poverty, 
gender issues, capitalism, and social democracy. This course will have online interactive 
features and may be taught in collaboration with other universities. 

POLS-2613. International Relations I
This course introduces students to International Relations (IR) theory, with a focus on the 
mainstream theories in the field, namely realism and its variants, and liberalism and con-
structivism. These theories are illustrated and developed through the use of case studies 
and examinations of the institutions and structures of the international system. Prerequi-
site: POLS 1013, or permission of the instructor. 

POLS-2623. International Relations II
This course introduces students to the critical and non-mainstream variants of International 
Relations (IR) theory. These include Marxism, Gramscianism, feminist theories of IR, and 
other forms of critical theory. These theories are illustrated and developed through the 
use of case studies and examinations of the institutions and structures of the international 
system. They are also contrasted with mainstream IR theories. Prerequisite: POLS 1013, or 
permission of the instructor.
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POLS-3313. US Foreign Policy
This course examines the foreign policy of the United States of America. It examines the 
roles of the Presidency, bureaucracy, and Congress in the making of foreign policy. The his-
tory of American foreign policy will be studied to contextualize present foreign policy and 
likely future scenarios. The impact of US economic policy in an era of globalization will be 
explored. Central to the course will be an investigation of the relationship of the US to other 
major powers and to international institutions.

POLS-3503. Human Rights in International Relations and Foreign Policy (HMRT 3243)
This course considers human rights in international relations. It focuses on how the emerg-
ing human rights regime is affecting the practice of traditional state sovereignty. Special 
attention will be paid to the political and philosophical arguments around such issues 
as universal human rights versus cultural relativism, and the problems associated with 
humanitarian intervention. 

POLS-3513. Canadian Perspectives on International Law
The course covers the major topics of international law: the law creation process, the 
law application process, participants in international law, territory and resources, and 
international dispute settlement. The lectures on each topic focus on particular Canadian 
economic, political, or geographic characteristics that raise legal questions, and discuss 
how Canada has interpreted and tried to influence the law in question.

POLS-3523. International Relations in the Asia Pacific Region
This course will focus on how the relations of the regional powers (China, Japan, and the 
United States) intersect and affect the shape of the Asia Pacific’s politics and economics. 
The course will also provide an overview of the interactions between the other regional 
states and the various efforts to build Asia Pacific-wide economic and security institutions.

POLS-3533. Canadian Foreign Policy
This course is a study of Canada and its role in the world. It will focus, in particular, on the 
historical development of Canada’s foreign policy and the continuities between the past and 
the present. Is Canada a principal power or is it highly constrained by the imperatives of its 
relationship with the United States? A significant component of the course will be spent in 
evaluating Canada’s role in a post-Cold War and post-9/11 world. Particular attention will be 
paid to issues related to the question of multilateralism and Canada’s evolving approach to 
this tradition. Prerequisite: POLS 2613 or POLS 2623, or permission of the instructor.

POLS-3603. The United Nations
This course will examine the UN as an international political institution, its structure and 
processes in the context of contemporary and enduring issues of world politics, including 
peace, security, development, and environmental sustainability.
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POLS-3833. Women in Western Political Thought
An examination of selected texts in ancient and modern political philosophy focusing on 
understanding both historical and current accounts of the role of women in the political 
community. Texts will vary from year to year but may include Aristotle’s 
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POLS-2623	 International Relations II 

An additional 12 credits from the list of “advanced international relations courses” ap-
proved for the Major
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other forms of critical theory. These theories are illustrated and developed through the 
use of case studies and examinations of the institutions and structures of the international 
system. They are also contrasted with mainstream IR theories. Prerequisite: POLS 1603, or 
permission of the instructor. 

B.) Comparative Core (6 credit hours)

POLS-2303. Comparative Politics of the Developed World 
This course introduces students to the comparative study of governments in the industrial 
and post-industrial societies. It examines the question of how various political systems are 
classified, dealing with such issues as organization of the state, governance and policy-
making, representation, and political legitimacy. Prerequisite: 3 credits in Political Science, 
or permission of the instructor. 

POLS-2313. Comparative Politics of the Developing Areas 
This course introduces students to the comparative study of governments in the develop-
ing world. It focuses on such issues as the politics of development, modernization, and the 
interplay of political and social forces in selected developing nations. Prerequisite: 3 credits 
in Political Science, or permission of the instructor. 

Years 3 and 4
A.) Advanced International Relations (15 credit hours)

POLS-2603. Political and Economic Integration in the Americas 
This course will examine economic and political integration theory in relations to theories 
of globalization, using the European Union and the Americas as central cases. The course 
will analyze, in depth, the issues of social justice, labour and environmental standards, 
poverty, gender issues, capitalism, and social democracy. This course will have online inter-
active features and may be taught in collaboration with other universities. 

POLS-3313. US Foreign Policy 
This course examines the foreign policy of the United States of America. It examines the 
roles of the Presidency, bureaucracy, and Congress in the making of foreign policy. The his-
tory of American foreign policy will be studied to contextualize present foreign policy and 
likely future scenarios. The impact of US economic policy in an era of globalization will be 
explored. Central to the course will be an investigation of the relationship of the US to other 
major powers and to international institutions. 

POLS-3333. Introduction to Political Economy   
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the study of political economy as a 
subfield of political science. The first part of the course examines main conceptual frame-
works in the study of the relationship between states and markets on the basis of classic 
readings. The second part of the course covers topics in market regulation, politics of 
development, and international political economy. Prerequisite: ECON 2153, or POLS 1603, 
and permission of the instructor. 

 POLS-3503. Human Rights in International Relations and Foreign Policy 
This course considers human rights in International Relations. It focuses on how the emerg-
ing human rights regime is affecting the practice of traditional state sovereignty. Special 
attention will be paid to the political and philosophical arguments around such issues 
as universal human rights versus cultural relativism, and the problems associated with 
humanitarian intervention.
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POLS-3513. Canadian Perspectives on International Law 
The course covers the major topics of international law: the law creation process, the 
law application process, participants in international law, territory and resources, and 
international dispute settlement. The lectures on each topic focus on particular Canadian 
economic, political, or geographic characteristics that raise legal questions, and discuss 
how Canada has interpreted and tried to influence the law in question. 
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IREL-4013. Honours Thesis 
The Honours Thesis is an extended scholarly paper on a topic related to international 
relations, written under the supervision of a faculty member who agrees to serve as thesis 
Director. A booklet entitled Guidelines for the Honours Thesis, produced by the Interna-
tional Relations Program, will serve to provide answers to the technical questions involved 
in writing the thesis. Prerequisite: Course is restricted to students who are enrolled in the 
International Relations Program. 

 The University of New Brunswick offers courses that may be counted towards 

the 6 credits required in the Areas Studies requirement. Please consult the 

Chair of the Department of Political Science for a current listing.


