
S T .  T H O M A S  u n i v e r s i t y 259

IN
TE

RD
iS

C
iP

Li
N

A
RY

  
ST

U
D

iE
S

Interdisciplinary Studies

For information on the Interdisciplinary Studies Program, please contact the Program Direc-
tor at id@stu.ca 

Interdisciplinary Major
An Interdisciplinary Major is a course of study which consists of 36 credit hours of course 
work beyond the 1000 level cutting across disciplinary lines but related by a clear theme or 
unifying principle. 

Students who plan to graduate with an interdisciplinary Major degree must meet with the 
Coordinator of Interdisciplinary Majors and Honours to identify learning goals and then 
compose a preliminary course of study with which to approach a potential Program Direc-
tor. With their Program Directors, students will refine their course of study – their program 
– in a written proposal.  The proposal must indicate: 

1.	 the professor who has agreed to serve as Program Director, 
2. 	 two additional professors who have agreed to serve with the Program Director on an 
	 advisory committee, and 
3. 	 the proposed program, identified by course numbers and titles. 

Final approval of each proposed program will rest with the Interdisciplinary Studies Com-
mittee. Normally, approval of the program will be sought by the end of the student’s second 
year. Exceptionally, proposals may be entertained as late as the end of the third year. The 
Coordinator with the Program Director will monitor the student’s interdisciplinary course of 
study at regular intervals during the third and fourth years. Accordingly, the Coordinator will 
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Latin American Studies
18 credit hours, drawing on at least two different disciplines, from the following list:

ECON 3333	 Perspectives on Underdevelopment	

HIST 2613	 Latin America: Colonial Period

HIST 2623	 Latin America: Modern Period

HIST 3613	 Gender and Power in Latin American History

HIST 4606	 20th Century Latin America	

SPAN 4213	 Mexico Online! I	

SPAN 4223	 Mexico Online! II

SPAN 4813	 Spanish-American Literature: Colonial to Modern		

SPAN 4823	 Spanish-American Literature: Modernism to Present

Media Studies
Please see page 283.

Medieval Studies
18 credit hours, drawing on at least two different disciplines from the following list:

ENGL 2643	 Medieval Drama 

ENGL 3306	 Middle English Literature                                               

ENGL 3396	 Introduction to Anglo-Saxon Language and Literature	

HIST 3213	 The Early Church					   
HIST 3223	 The Medieval Church				  

HIST 3543	 Religion and the Church in Early Russia		

HIST 4206	 Medieval Institutions		

PHIL 2133	 Medieval Philosophy I

PHIL 2143	 Medieval Philosophy II		

PHIL 3523	 The Philosophy of Thomas Aquinas		

PHIL 3533	 Thomas Aquinas: Law, Morality and Society

Interdisciplinary Studies Committee Membership 
The Interdisciplinary Studies Committee will be made up of four members of the University 
community: 

•	 the Coordinator of Interdisciplinary Studies 

•	 two faculty members named by the Nominating Committee 

•	 a member named by the Registrar

 
INTR-2003. Preparing for International Living and Work Experience
This course is intended to provide academic preparation for students who will be par-
ticipating in an international work/study program during the coming summer. To ready 
themselves for living and working in another country, students will read and respond to 
academic texts about their destination countries and discuss issues of cultural difference. 
Winter semester.

INTR-2016. Reflecting on International Living and Work Experience 
This course is intended to provide the opportunity for students to reflect critically on their 
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recent living and work experiences abroad as participant in international programs. Besides 
reading and responding to academic texts, participants will be expected to respond to jour-
nal excerpts and photographs created by individuals during their time in another country. 
Fall semester.

INTR-4003. Interdisciplinary Honours Workshop 
This course provides both interdisciplinary and discipline-based Honours students with the 
opportunity to share thesis chapter drafts in a research writing workshop context. Partici-
pants will reflect on questions, themes and issues arising during the process of researching 
and writing the thesis.

INTR-4016. Interdisciplinary Honours Thesis 
The student, in consultation with her or his Advisory Committee, will submit a thesis 
proposal to the Interdisciplinary Studies Committee by the end of the third year of studies. 
The honours thesis is written in the fourth year of studies with guidance from the student’s 
Program Director.


