Native Studies

Native Studies is an academic discipline designed to provide both Native and non-Native
students with an opportunity to explore the cultural, historical, and contemporary situation
of Native people of North America. The Native Studies program offers students core courses
in Native Studies with interdisciplinary course offerings.

Major in Native Studies

Students majoring in Native Studies are required to complete a minimum of 36 credit hours
in Native Studies, including the following courses:

NATI 1006  Introduction to Native Studies

NATI 2503  Research Strategies in Native Studies

NATI 3203  Native Philosophy

NATI 3603  Native People and the Colonial Experience

NATI 3903  Native People and the Law |

In addition to the number of courses offered by Native Studies, courses may also be drawn
from the cross-listed course offerings and the University of New Brunswick with permission
from the Chair of Native Studies.

Courses without formal prerequisites and numbered in the 2000 or 3000-range are in-
tended for students who have completed 30 credit hours of courses at the 1000-level. While
not always a formal prerequisite, students are strongly encouraged to take NATI-1006 prior
to taking a course at the 2000- or 3000-level. Assistance in planning a course of studies for
the Major in Native Studies is available through the Chair of Native Studies.

Any 18 credit hours in Native Studies is sufficient to constitute a Minor in Native Studies.

Honours in Native Studies

Students interested in an honours degree in Native Studies should inform the Chair of the
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Advanced Course on Aboriginal History

NATI 3603  Native People and the Colonial Experience

NATI 3633  Maliseet/Passamaquoddy History

NATI 3643  Mi’kmagq History

NATI 3943 Métis Issues

NATI 4623  The Archaeology of First Nations History in Canada: Theory

Advanced Course on Law and Regulation

NATI 3713 Are Aboriginal People Human? ‘Human’ and ‘Aboriginal’ Rights
NATI 3913  Native People and the Law Il

NATI 3923  Aboriginal Rights: The Land Question

NATI 3933  Aboriginal Peoples and International Law

Advanced Course on Social and Health Sciences

NATI 3623  Native Education and Colonization

NATI 3843  Suicide and Indigenous Peoples

NATI 3853  Alcohol, Drugs, and Indigenous Peoples

NATI 3863  Indian Public Health

NATI 3873  Introduction to Indigenous/Cultural Psychology

In exceptional circumstances, NATI 4503, a three-credit independent study course can be
taken in place of one of the above required courses.

NATI-4503. Independent Study

This is a third- or fourth-year course of study under the supervision of a member of the
faculty of Native Studies. It is arranged with the consent of the Chair of the Department and
in consultation with the professor.

NATI-4996. Honours Thesis

Students are required to complete a thesis proposal preferably by the end of their third
year. By the beginning of the second semester of their third year, students should choose a
member of the NATI faculty to be their advisor for writing the honours proposals. Advisors
will guide the students through the process of developing a workable thesis and building
annotated bibliographies on the relevant topics. Students will be asked to formally pres-
ent their thesis to the Native Studies faculty for discussion and feedback.

Courses

NATI-1006. Introduction to Native Studies

A survey course that introduces students to the discipline of Native Studies. Its purpose

is to increase the student’s understanding and sensitivity towards the past and present
experience of Native peoples. Using both oral and written records, the course will examine
pre-contact history and culture, the influences of colonialism in the post-contact era, and
contemporary issues.

NATI-1103. Beginning Mi’kmaq
This course is designed for students with little or no knowledge of the language. The aims
are listening comprehension and basic oral expression.

NATI-1113. Beginning Maliseet/Passamaquoddy |
This course is designed for students with little or no knowledge of the language. The aims
are listening comprehension and basic oral expression.
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NATI-1123. Beginning Maliseet/Passamaquoddy |1

This course is intended to follow Beginning Maliseet/Passamaquoddy | (NATI 1113) in an
intensive language program. Taught primarily without the use of English or writing, it will
build on grammatical patterns learned in Part | of this course through drill, practical appli-
cations and the introduction of new verbs and nouns. The goal of the course is to enhance
listening comprehension and basic oral expression. Prerequisite: NATI 1113 Beginning
Maliseet/ Passamaquoddy .

NATI-1133. Maliseet/Passamaquoddy for Early Childhood

This course is designed for non-fluent parents of infants and young children in an intensive
language learning program. It will focus on basic conversation in speaking about infants
and to toddlers to age five. Pre-requisite: NATI 1113 Beginning Maliseet/ Passamaquoddy |.

NATI-1123. Beginning Maliseet/Passamaquoddy |1

This course is intended to follow NATI-1113 Beginning Maliseet/Passamaquoddy | in an
intensive language program. Taught primarily without the use of English or writing, it will
build on grammatical patterns learned in Part | of this course through drill, practical appli-
cations and the introduction of new verbs and nouns. The goal of the course is to enhance
listening comprehension and basic oral expression. Prerequisite: NATI-1113 Beginning Mali-
seet/ Passamaquoddy I. (Intended for students at St. Mary’s, and is not eligible as elective
for students doing a Minor, Major, or Honours in Native Studies.)

NATI-1133. Maliseet/Passamaquoddy for Early Childhood

This course is designed for non-fluent parents of infants and young children in an intensive
language learning program. It will focus on basic conversation in speaking about infants
and to toddlers to age five. Pre-requisite: NATI-1113 Beginning Maliseet/ Passamaquoddy .

NATI-1143. Maliseet/Passamaquoddy for the Pre-School Classroom

This course is designed for parents and teachers of pre-schoolers. It will focus on vocabu-
lary for the pre-school classroom. Pre-requisite: Fluency in Maliseet/Passamaquoddy, or
NATI-1133. Maliseet/Passamaquoddy for Early Childhood,

NATI-2103. Intermediate Mi’kmaq

This course is designed to facilitate communication in Mi’kmag at a functional level. It
focuses on listening and speaking skills through basic conversation, and the study of gram-
mar, phonics, structure, vocabulary, and word formation. Prerequisite NATI 1103, Beginning
Mi’kmag.

NATI-2113. Intermediate Maliseet |

This course is designed to facilitate communication in Maliseet at a functional level. It
focuses on listening and speaking skills through basic conversation, and the study of gram-
mar, phonics, structure, vocabulary, and word formation. Prerequisite NATI 1113, Beginning
Maliseet.

NATI-2123. Intermediate Maliseet |1

This course is intended primarily for students in an intensive language learning program.
Whereas Intermediate Maliseet | focuses on Dual subjects in Transitive and Intransitive
forms, this class will provide practice with those dual forms and introduce “I-you” and
“You-me” verbs plus Past Tense and Future Tense in Dual forms. Pre-requisite NATI-2113,
Intermediate Maliseet I.
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NATI-3113. Conversational Maliseet/Passamaquoddy

This course emphasizes fluency using all forms taught in Intermediate Mi?kmagq. Class will
be conducted as an immersion class, and oral traditions of storytelling and public speaking
will be featured. Prerequisite: Intermediate Maliseet NATI 2113 or basic fluency in Maliseet.

NATI-3203. Native Philosophy

This course examines Native cosmologies (world views) and ways of thinking, feeling, and
knowing as the foundation of indigenous spiritual, political, social, and economic systems.
Defines the continuing existence and vitality of traditional Native philosophy and traces its
influence on Western knowledge. Prerequisite: NATI 1006 or by permission of instructor.

NATI-3223. Native Environmental Ethics and Ecology (HMRT)

Examines traditional and contemporary environmental values and practices of Indigenous
peoples in North America. Considers the impact of Western values, practices, and ecological
theories on Indigenous peoples and their environments. Particular attention will be given to
the ways in which traditional environmental ethics remain viable in contemporary societies.

NATI-3313. Contemporary Issues in Native/Non-Native Relations

The course will examine social, political, and legal issues in the relations between Aborigi-
nal and Immigrant societies in North America. Discussion will include theoretical approach-
es and the conflict between theory and reality.

NATI-3403. Special Topics

This course is directed primarily at upper-level students majoring in Native Studies, and
other students seeking to understand and work with Native communities. The specific topic
of the course will vary from year to year. Topics such as Native Systems of Law, Oral Tradi-
tions, Racism, and Native Health Care may be the focus in any particular year. Students will
be expected to do library and/or field research, and to present and defend the results of
their study in class.

NATI-3416. Topics in Native Studies

This course is directed primarily at upper-level students majoring in Native Studies, and
other students seeking to understand and work with Native communities. The specific topic
of the course will vary from year to year. Topics such as Native Systems of Law, Oral Tradi-
tions, Racism, and Native Health Care may be the focus in any particular year. Students will
be expected to do library and/or field research, and to present and defend the results of
their study in class.

NATI-3446. Topics in Native Studies

This course is directed primarily at upper-level students majoring in Native Studies, and
other students seeking to understand and work with Native communities. The specific topic
of the course will vary from year to year. Topics such as Native Systems of Law, Oral Tradi-
tions, Racism, and Native Health Care may be the focus in any particular year. Students will
be expected to do library and/or field research, and to present and defend the results of
their study in class.

NATI-3503. Advanced Research Strategies in Native Studies

This course will examine advanced research methods of particular use in research with in-
digenous populations. Both qualitative and quantitative methods will be covered, although
one or the other may be emphasized in any particular semester. Prerequisite: NATI 2503
Research Strategies in Native Studies.
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NATI-3603. Native People and the Colonial Experience

This course will look at colonialism as a strategy of imperialism and as a model for under-
standing North American Native history. Different types of colonialism will be explored, i.e.
classic, internal, and neocolonialism, and an emphasis will be placed on the history and
continuing impact of colonialism on Indigenous peoples and cultures of North America. The
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NATI-3703. Indigenous and Western Economics and the Idea of Development
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NATI-3943. Métis Issues

The goal of this course is to familiarize the student with the Métis people of western
Canada. Other “mixed blood” or dual-culture populations will be studied for comparative
value. The course will give a historical background on the creation of the Métis Nation and
the corresponding political and legal struggles of the Métis People. The Métis were a key
player in the expansion of the Canadian state into what is now western Canada. We will
examine the benefits and drawbacks that the Métis have experienced in their interaction
with the Canadian state.

NATI-4006. Structure of Native Languages

This course examines the structure of Mi’kmag and Maliseet from a linguistic and literary
perspective. What are the significant features of these languages, and how do they deter-
mine the unique cultural outlook of those who speak them? Students explore the structure
of Mi’kmag and Maliseet and examine the differences between these languages and Eng-
lish. The course will also look at problems of translation, and the criteria and methods for
the production of texts and other materials in Native language. Prerequisite: permission of
the instructor. Consideration will be given to the student’s level of competence in speaking
and understanding the Mi’kmagq or Maliseet language.

NATI-4173. Methods in Immersion Teaching |1

This course focuses on approaches to teaching in an immersion setting for adults and
students over the age of 9. It will address goals of comprehension, speaking, reading and
writing in classrooms or outdoor programs and consider appropriate measurement tools. A
particular focus of this course will be strategies for maintaining the target language as the
medium of instruction in major subject areas. Pre-requisite: NATI-4123 Methods in Immer-
sion Teaching | or by special permission.

NATI-4253. Advanced Maliseet/Passamaquoddy

This course focuses on the grammatical patterns and processes in the Maliseet/Passama-
quoddy language, and how they are put into use in comprehension and conversation. Pitch
accent and advanced verb forms such as relative, subordinative, inverse, indefinite subject,
conjunct and obviation will be considered. Prerequisites: Either NATI 2113 Intermediate
Maliseet/Passamaquoddy, or NATI 3113 Conversational Maliseet, or the equivalent.

NATI-4273.Advanced Maliseet 11

This course is intended for students in an intensive language learning program, but fluent
speakers of the course may also enroll. As a follow-up to NATI 4253, Advanced Maliseet | this
course will address additional forms such as Negative, Preterit, Changed and Unchanged
Conjunct, Absentative and Dubitative as used in conversation. Pre-requisites: NATI 4253
Advanced Maliseet or by permission.

NATI-4323. Phonology in the Target Language |1

This course is intended primarily for students in an intensive language learning program. It
will provide practical experience with elements of Phonology in the Target Language I, with
special emphasis on reading and writing. Pre-requisite: NATI-4223 Phonology in the Target
Language I.

NATI-4506. Independent Study

This is a third- or fourth-year course of study under the supervision of a member of the
faculty of Native Studies. It is arranged with the consent of the Chair of the Department and
in consultation with the professor. Enrolment is restricted to students who wish to pursue
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an area of special interest.

NATI-4623. The Archaeology of First Nations History In Canada: Theory

This course is intended to examine First Nations historiography in early historical periods to
Confederation and compare standard accounts with facts and perspectives that have been
kept out of mainstream sources. The contributions of archaeology, cartography, oral history,
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allow the student to develop and practice skills learned in the immersion methods courses.
Fluency in Maliseet or Mi’kmagq is essential. Prerequisite: Completion of twelve half-credit
courses in the Native Language Immersion Teacher Training.

Linguistics Courses

NATI-4213. Morphology in the Target Language

Morphology is the description of grammatical forms in a language. As such this course
studies the internal structure of words. It looks especially at the smallest units which have
the ability to change meaning in a word, and defines the grammatical rules that apply.
Prerequisite: NATI 2103, Intermediate Mi’kmag, or NATI 2113, Intermediate Maliseet/Pas-
samaquoddy, or the equivalent, or fluency in the language.

NATI-4223. Phonology in the Target Language |

Phonology is the study of general phonetics in relation to the sound system of a language.
Focusing on the target First Nation language it will consider the reproduction of sounds,
particularly consonants and vowels, and study the various orthographies (writing systems)
of the language. Prerequisite: NATI 2103, Intermediate Mi’kmaq, or NATI 2113, Intermediate
Maliseet/Passamaquoddy or the equivalent, or fluency in the language.

NATI-4233. Verbs in the Target Language |

This course will analyze verb stems, animate and inanimate, transitive and intransitive
verbs, and additional structural elements including person, tense, singular, plural, negative
and affirmative, in indicative, conjunct and imperative forms. Prerequisite: NATI 1103, Begin-
ning Mi’kmag, or NATI 1113, Beginning Maliseet/Passamaquoddy, or the equivalent, or
fluency in the language.

NATI-4243. Phonology in the Target Language Il

This course is intended primarily for students in an intensive language learning program. It
will provide practical experience with elements of Phonology in the Target Language I, with
special emphasis on reading and writing. Pre-requisites are NATI 4223 Phonology in the
Target Language .

NATI-4263. Verbs in The Target Language |1

This course builds on knowledge of verb forms taught in NATI-4233 and introduces more
complex forms such as the true plural, changed and unchanged conjunct, inverse forms,
indefinite subject forms, absentative and dubitative preterit. Students will be asked to
analyze existing texts in the language and develop their own texts using the various forms.
Pre-requisites: NATI-4233. Verbs in the Target Language | or by special permission.

Immersion Courses

NATI-4163. Language Arts in Preschool (Immersion)

This course is designed to introduce teachers to methods for teaching non-fluent preschool-
ers in the medium of the target language. Using an activity centered orientation it focuses on
fluency for children ages one to five in a progression based on the centrality of verbs in First
Nations languages. Students will also learn how to incorporate fun and play into all aspects of
their teaching. Prerequisite: Conversational Mi’kmag, NATI 3123 or Conversational Maliseet/
Passamaquoddy, NATI 3103, or the equivalent, or fluency in the target language.

NATI-4243. Literature and Writing in the Target Language (Immersion)

This course, conducted entirely in the target language, will survey and analyze published
materials in the language focusing on representative samples from early historic docu-
ments and liturgical writings, to dictionaries, recorded oral traditions, and more contem-
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porary documents, including children’s literature and curriculum materials. Particular
attention will be paid to content, orthographies, grammatical changes, and historical and
contemporary uses for the texts. Students will also gain experience writing essays in the
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