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Department of Political Science
General Interest Courses
The study of politics is an important element of a liberal education. Students with a general 
interest in politics are invited to enroll in one or more of the courses o�ered. Students in 
senior-level Political Science courses must have completed 3 credit hours at the 1000 level in 
Political Science or have permission of the instructor.

Major in Political Science
Students majoring in Political Science are required to complete a minimum of 36 credit 
hours in Political Science, including any 1000-level POLS course and 6 credit hours in each of 
the four �elds of Political Science o�ered at St. Thomas.

i)	 For Canadian Government and Politics, the 6-credit requirement is satis�ed by 
	 completing POLS 2103 and one other Canadian politics course at the 2000 or 3000 
	 levels.

ii)	 For Comparative Government and Politics, the 6-credit requirement is satis�ed by 
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The list of courses above totals 36 credit hours of the remaining 18 credits required for Hon-
ours: students must take 3 credit hours at the 4000 level; and for the other 15 credit hours, 
two courses must be at the 3000 or 4000 levels. 
 
Candidates are expected to maintain a grade point average of 3.0 in the Honours subject. In 
calculating the grade point average for Honours, all courses in the Honours subject will be 
counted. Students must achieve at least a B in each of Political Science 3913 and 4923.

Students who wish to take the Honours BA in Political Science are strongly encouraged to 
consult with the Chair of the Department before the end of their second year. Students are 
expected to take Political Science 3913 during their third year.

Students in Political Science may count the following Great Books courses toward their Major 
or Honours programs: GRID 2006/2106, 2206, 2306, 3206, 3306, and 3506. However, each of 
these courses counts for only 3 credits in their Political Science programs.

Students who have taken POLS 1006 and GRID 2006/2106 will have satis�ed the POLS 2803 
and 2813 (or 2806) requirement for the Honours and Majors programs. Students must, how-
ever, satisfy the minimum credit requirements in those programs.

Introductory Courses
POLS-1003. Great Books on Politics and Modern Democracy 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the problem of power and the prin-
ciples of liberty and equality in modern government through the reading of several great 
books on the topic. It will draw on texts by authors such as Aristotle, Shakespeare, Locke, 
Melville, Mill, Marx, Tocqueville, Jack London, Robert Penn Warren, Chinua Achebe, and 
Virginia Woolf. We may also study a small number of �lms in the course.

POLS-1006. Introduction to Political Science
This course is normally taught as part of the Aquinas Program. Through the study of a small 
number of core texts, it provides an introduction to some of the key questions at the centre 
of political life. The course provides students with a solid foundation in the history of political 
thought. It also concentrates on the development of the skills in logical analysis, writing, and 
political argument necessary for upper-level courses in the discipline.

POLS-1013. Law, Power, and Politics 
This course is an introduction to the study of politics. It has two objectives. The �rst is to give 
students a sense of the meaning and importance of politics. The second is to study a number of 
the concepts essential to the study of contemporary politics: the state, sovereignty, legitimacy 
and authority, law, power, equality, democracy, nationality, freedom, and citizenship are typi-
cally covered. The speci�c content and readings used vary from section to section.  
 
POLS-1103. Canadian Government     
This course provides an introduction to the concepts of the regime, authority, the rule of law, 
citizenship, and political obligation. It does so through a consideration of the institutions 
of Canadian government and covers the following topics: the framing of the constitution, 
federalism, parliamentary government, the Charter of Rights, the judiciary, political parties, 
public opinion, interest groups, and constitutional reform. 
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POLS-1603. Global Politics (HMRT 1203)
This course provides an introduction to the concepts of nation and state, sovereignty, forms 
of government, and political con�ict. It does so through consideration of issues in world 
politics, such as human rights and social justice, ecological imbalance, economic inequalities, 
war, global governmental institutions and organizations. 

Canadian Government and Politics
POLS-2103. Canadian Constitutional Politics
This course will examine fundamental disagreements at the core of the Canadian polity that 
have plagued constitutional debate since its creation. Special attention is paid to the consti-
tutional implications of con�icting conceptions of individual, provincial, ethno-linguistic, and 
multi-national equality.

POLS-2113. Contemporary Issues in Canadian Politics
This course will examine a number of issues animating Canadian politics. Themes may 
include public policy problems, the stresses of Canadian federalism, the fortunes of political 
parties, ethics in government, and Canada in the global political context.

POLS-3103. Political Parties and Elections in Canada (ENVS)
Canada’s major national parties are examined in regard to their historical evolution, internal 
structure, ideological orientation, and public image and reputation. Trends in voting behav-
iour are discussed, as are the implications of voting patterns in Canada. Distinctive provincial 
political parties (such as the Parti Quebecois) are also considered.

POLS-3113. Canadian Federalism: Theory and Practice
This course examines the idea of federalism in Canada and how those ideas take shape in the 
practice of Canadian federalism. Attention is paid to the political theory of federalism, the 
institutions of federalism, and the diversities which underlie the Canadian federal system.

POLS-3123. The Canadian Constitution: Federalism  (ENVS)
This course will focus on the manner in which the evolution of constitutional law has shaped 
the Canadian federal system. The course will proceed primarily by means of class discussion 
of leading constitutional decisions and by student presentations. 

POLS-3133. The Canadian Constitution: The Charter of Rights and Freedoms (HMRT 
3233)
This course will focus on the impact our constitution has had on civil liberties in Canada. The 
course will proceed primarily by means of class discussion of leading constitutional decisions 
and student presentations.

POLS-3203. Canadian Provincial Government and Politics
The course o�ers a comparative view of the Canadian provinces. Provincial cabinets, party 
systems, legislative development, and economic and social issues are considered. Special 
attention is directed to the problem of Quebec in Confederation.

POLS-3213. Media and Politics in Canada (COPP 3033, ENVS))
This course will examine the role of media in Canadian politics and government. It will 
examine the e�ect of media on policy agenda setting and public opinion, and how political 
elites seek to use media to advance political goals. Prerequisite: POLS 1013, or permission of 
the instructor. 
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POLS-3323. Political Leadership: Local, National, and Global 
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and examinations of the institutions and structures of the international system. Prerequisite: 
POLS 1013, or permission of the instructor. 

POLS-2623. International Relations II
This course introduces students to the critical and non-mainstream variants of International 
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POLS-3613. Model United Nations (HMRT 3253)
This course will prepare students for participation in a Model United Nations, either Cana-
dian or American sponsored. In a model UN simulation, students represent an assigned 
country’s foreign policy on assigned issues on the UN agenda. The course will begin with an 
examination of the UN and its procedures. Subsequent topics will include researching the as-
signed UN issues and the assigned country’s policy on them; preparation of working papers 
and motions, and strategies for e�ective conference participation. Fund raising for the trip 
required: half credit course, but meets �rst and second terms; limited enrolment.

POLS-4603. Seminar in International Relations
This is a seminar directed primarily at senior Political Science Majors and Honours students. 
The speci�c topic of the seminar will change from year to year, but will consider, in depth, an 
issue or issues in international relations. Students will be expected to do advanced research 
and to present and defend their work in class. Prerequisite: POLS 2613 or 2623, or permission 
of the instructor.

Political Philosophy
POLS-2703. Philosophy of Human Rights 
This course will introduce to students philosophical questions concerning the foundations of 
human rights. On what are human rights based? What makes something a human right? Are 
human rights universally and permanently valid or is the notion of human rights merely a 
construct of Western culture? The course will familiarize students with alternative theoretical 
answers to these and other related questions. 

POLS-2803. Western Tradition of Political Philosophy (HMRT)
This course will introduce students to seminal texts in political philosophy focussing on the 
ancient and early medieval period. Texts may include: Plato’s Apology, Plato’s Republic, Aristo-
tle’s 
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POLS-4903. Capstone Seminar - Problems in Political Inquiry
This course is intended to serve as a capstone seminar for Majors and Honours students in 
Political Science. The course is an investigation of the perennial issues involved in the study 
of politics. We shall examine critically the dominant approaches in Political Science with the 
aim of understanding how the method utilized a�ects the substance of any account of politi-
cal phenomena.

POLS-4923. Honours Thesis 
The Honours Thesis is an extended scholarly paper on a topic written under the supervision 
of a faculty member who agrees to serve as thesis Director. Students will be expected to fol-


