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Department of Sociology
  

General Interest Courses
Students with a general interest in sociology are invited to enroll in one or more of the 
courses o�ered. Students should plan to take SOCI 1006 �rst, since this is normally a prereq-
uisite for other sociology courses.  

Minor in Sociology
SOCI 1006: Introduction to Sociology AND SOCI 2013: Research Design & Methods OR SOCI 
2023: Understanding Statistics and 9 credit hours in any sociology courses.

Major in Sociology
Students majoring in sociology require a total of 36 credit hours in Sociology, including the 
following required courses: 

SOCI 1006	 Introduction to Sociology

SOCI 2013	 Research Design & Methods

SOCI 2023 	 Understanding Statistics

SOCI 2033	 Classical Sociological Theory

SOCI 3023	 Contemporary Sociological Theory

SOCI 4013	 Senior Seminar

Honours in Sociology
The Honours program is designed to provide students with an opportunity to engage in 
independent sociological research under supervision. Completion of the Honours program 
is the normal preparation for graduate school. Normally, students must have a grade point 
average of B+ in sociology courses to enter the Honours program. Application for admission 
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Course Numbers
Guide to numbering system:
•	 1000s introduction – open to students with no prior credits in sociology

•	 2000s open to students who have 6 credit hours in sociology at 1000 level

•	 3000s open to students who have 6 credit hours in sociology at 2000 level

•	 4000s open to students who have completed required courses for the Major in 
	 sociology – speci�cally SOCI 2013, SOCI 2023, SOCI 2033 and SOCI 3023

•	 Last digits represent number of credit hours for the course

•	 Students who do not have the number of credit hours in sociology required for senior 
	 courses, may be admitted at the discretion of the instructor.

SOCI-1006. Introduction to Sociology 
A survey course that introduces students to the discipline of sociology with particular refer-
ence to Canadian Society. This course examines theories and research concerning the nature 
of social order and con�ict in industrial society; the relations between important structures 
or elements of society, including the economy, family, education, religion, complex organiza-
tions, racial and ethnic groups, and the dynamics of social change. Several major theoretical 
approaches in sociology are compared throughout the course. 

SOCI-2013. Research Design & Methods (NATI) 
An introduction to the main research approaches used in sociology. The course includes 
practical experience in developing a research program by considering research question 
development, research design, methods of data collection, research ethics and data analysis. 
Of particular interest are the strengths and weaknesses of di�erent approaches.

SOCI-2023. Understanding Statistics (NATI)
Statistics are used and misused by social scientists, policy makers, and the media to describe 
the social world. Sociologists use statistics to understand social inequality and examine 
relations of power. In this course you examine the use and meaning of statistics in sociology, 
social policy and popular media to increase your ability to di�erentiate dodgy statistics from 
valid evidence.  Note: To ful�ll requirements for the Minor, Major or Honours in sociology, 
students may take this course or any other statistics course.

SOCI-2033. Classical Sociological Theory
A study of the classical tradition in sociological thought focussing on those theorists whose 
ideas constitute the foundation of contemporary sociological analysis. This will include a 
consideration of the work of Marx, Weber, Durkheim, among others.

SOCI-2106. Canadian Society
The purpose of this course is to give the student an understanding of the operation and 
functioning of the society in which we live. The con�guration of Canadian institutions is 
analyzed in terms of their historical patterns of development.

SOCI-2116. Sociology of Atlantic Canada
This course is designed as an introduction to the sociological study of Atlantic Canada. The 
�rst term focuses on the development of the Maritimes and Newfoundland from mercantile 
societies to under-developed regions within the centralized Canadian economy. The second 
term focuses on the contemporary structure, problems, and issues of Atlantic Canadian 
society.
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SOCI-2123. Introduction to Sociology of Globalization 
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SOCI-2443. Racialization, Racism & Colonialism
This course explores the conceptual, theoretical, and methodological understandings most 
relevant to the sociological study of “race,” racialization, racism, and colonialism. We give 
particular attention to critical decolonial thinking on race. We examine the process of racial-
ization, through which “being white” becomes the normative standard of “just being human.” 
We contextualize how the creation of whiteness as an identity-based entitlement has led to 
social division and oppression. We draw on the experiences of diverse groups of Black, Indig-
enous, and other People of Colour (BIPoC) in Canadian and global contexts. We begin with 
the premise that BIPoC share a common history in terms of dispossession, discrimination, 
and oppression, but also pursue a range of di�erent struggles and dreams in relation to their 
lands and nation-states. We explore racialization of bodies in contemporary culture to probe 
a series of assumptions and theories about race, racism, and colonialism in both academic 
and popular thought.

SOCI-2513. Sociology of Communication
This course considers the mass media (principally print and electronic), its place in, and im-
pact upon Canadian society. Various perspectives and related research are considered with 
respect to the control and ownership of the media, the social organization of the production 
of news, facts, statistics, and other messages; and the themes expressed in popular culture as 
conveyed by the media. Underlying concerns are the social construction of what-is-taken-to-
be reality and the language that is used in the conveying of messages.

SOCI-2523. Sociology of Aging (GEND) (GERO 2113)
This course will explore the comparative situation of older women and men in di�erent cul-
tures and di�erent historical periods within Western societies. The cultural and social-struc-
tural determinants of their changing status will be examined through alternative theoretical 
perspectives within sociology. The social construction of ‘elderly’ as a status will be explored 
through how older people are perceived, described, talked about, and interacted with, in 
everyday behaviour and how these relations may be ‘negotiated’ by the elderly themselves. 
The political economy of aging focuses upon disparities of income, and the determinants 
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SOCI-2613. Sociology of Gender (GEND)
This course focuses on particular aspects of the social processes that shape, and are shaped 
by female and male social roles such as gender and power, gender and social  
structures of work, and feminist social movements.

SOCI-2623. Gender in the Global South: A Political Economy Perspective (ECON 2303) 
(GEND)
This course will critically examine the role of women in the global South. It will concentrate 
largely on the changes in these roles and their correspondence with the transition from 
traditional to new forms of economic organization, production, and power.

SOCI-2633. Sociology of the Family (GEND)
A critical analysis of various conceptual frameworks in family research, and a cross-cultural 
analysis of marriage and the family, both past and present is pursued. Particular attention 
is paid to the current developments in marriage arrangements, changes in the meaning of 
marriage and the family, as well as the future of the family.

SOCI-2643. Selected Topics on the Political Economy of Women (ECON 2223) (GEND)
This is a seminar course examining selected topics on the political economy of women. 
Potential topics include women as paid workers, domestic labour, and women and poverty.

SOCI-2653. Sociology of Health
This course provides an introduction to the sociology of health. We analyse the social con-
struction of health promotion knowledge, experiences of health, media representations of 
health, the social foundations of health inequalities, the formal institutions that de�ne and 
manage health and health care, and the social consequences of the moralization of healthy 
behaviours. 

SOCI-2733. Special Topics
The content of this course changes from year to year to re�ect the special strengths of fac-
ulty and particular needs of students.

SOCI-3023. Contemporary Sociological Theory
A study of modern developments in sociological theory, focussing on major trends and their 
interrelationships, and on contemporary theoretical issues and controversies. Prerequisite: 
SOCI 2033.

SOCI-3033. Seminar in Research Strategies
This course helps students learn what original research entails from its initial conception 
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SOCI-3043. Qualitative Research Methods
This course is intended for 3rd-year Honours students who are considering using qualitative 
analysis in the research for their Honours thesis. It will address theoretical foundations of 
qualitative analysis, research ethics for qualitative researchers, and provide hands-on experi-
ence in developing a research question and collecting and analyzing data using basic quali-



366 S T .  T H O M A S  U N I V E R S I T Y

be viewed. Students are encouraged to discuss popular culture and their own experiences in 
light of the themes of the course.

SOCI-3223. Globalization and Gender (GEND)
Globalization and Gender will examine how de�nitions of gender and sexuality are repro-
duced, negotiated and deployed in the context of globalization and transnational �ows. 
Through a critical inquiry into a variety of texts, i.e. theoretical texts, ethnographic case 
studies and analysis of media representation, students will examine the topics of citizenship, 
global labor �ows, migration, militarization, neoliberalism and the construction of the gen-
dered global subject. They will study both the opportunities and challenges that are inherent 
in postcolonial and transnational feminist scholarship and activism.  

SOCI-3243. Sociology of Men and Masculinities (GEND)
In this course, students examine the social production of masculinities in North America and 
the impacts of these gender expressions on the lives of boys and men, and girls and women. 
Students are introduced to theoretical perspectives used to understand the lives of men and 
boys, while examining topics such as fathering, the social construction of men’s bodies, the 
ways the media (re)produces notions of masculinity, and sports masculinities.

SOCI-3263. Capitalism and Modern Culture
The course explores how the emergence of new forms of commerce and production gave 
rise to new cultural ideas and social formations in the 19th and 20th centuries.  Emphasis is 
placed on the historical emergence of taken for granted themes in modern culture.  This will 
enable students to better appreciate current developments in culture and in our economic 
system. 

SOCI-3293. Animals & Society
In Sociology we study human society.  Humans, however, have always lived in relation to 
other non-human animals, and these relations and these animals have in fact been central to 
human society.  In this course we will re-think what we mean by ‘human society,’ by showing 
how integral animals have always been to what we take to be ‘human society.’

SOCI-3313. Sociology of Law (CRIM)
This course critically examines law from various sociological perspectives, with particular 
reference to Canada. The course is designed to cover sociological jurisprudence and selected 
theories of law, as they relate to family, administrative, labour, criminal and other types of 
law.

SOCI-3323. Sociology of Women and Law (GEND)
This course explores the relationship of women to the state and to law. The ways in which 
criminal and family law in�uence gender relations in society are analyzed, including the 
implications of legal intervention and non-intervention in family relations. Sex-speci�c and 
sex-related legislation concerning such issues as sexual harassment, rape, pornography, and 
a�rmative action, are also examined. Theoretical concepts and issues, such as the position 
of women within capitalism, patriarchy, sexuality and reproduction, formal and informal 
control, are addressed.

SOCI-3413. Employment Equity Policy and Gender Inequality at Work (GEND)
This is an advanced course on the organization of gender inequality in the labour force.  
It begins by studying how gender segregation is organized in the occupations of teaching, 
clerical work, and other professions. The course examines from a sociological perspective, 
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This course o�ers students the opportunity to engage in debates around these methodolo-
gies as they consider how to do research for social change. 

SOCI-3663. Queer Sociology
This course explores the social construction of queerness in heteronormative societies. Stu-
dents apply sociological concepts and theories to the study of queer identities, communities, 
and sexual practices. They examine social and political responses to queerness, and the ways 
in which these responses shape the lives of queer people. 

SOCI-3693. Discourse and Society 
Discourse analysis is the study of language in use, and is thus distinguished from approaches 
that treat language formally and structurally, as an abstract system of signs and symbols. We 
examine instances of written and spoken language that occurs in a wide range of contexts, 
including: everyday conversations among friends, encounters between professionals and cli-
ents, the activities of creating, disseminating and consuming mass-mediated texts, and gov-
ernmental and corporate settings where policies are established, monitored and changed. 
Combining a theoretical and practical orientation, the course draws primarily on the work 
of sociologists, but also includes that done by scholars in disciplines such as sociolinguistics, 
psychology, anthropology, semiotics and literary studies. A basic premise of the course is 
that in our so-called information or knowledge-based global society, a  
critical awareness of discursive practices is becoming a prerequisite for democratic citizen-
ship.

SOCI-3723. Special Topics
The content of this course changes from year to year to re�ect the special strengths of fac-
ulty and particular needs of students.

SOCI-3733. Special Topics
The content of this course changes from year to year to re�ect the special strengths of fac-
ulty and particular needs of students.

SOCI-3913. Sociology of Disease
This course will explore the social construction of disease in modern medicine. We will 
examine the process of medicalization, focusing on the classi�cation of human experience 
into disease categories; medical authority to diagnose and treat disease; the ways in which 
disease categories validate or invalidate experiences of illness; and the e�ects of being 
labeled as diseased. These topics will be explored through sociological analyses of speci�c 
diseases, including diseases that are contested and stigmatized.

SOCI-3973. Introduction to Narrative and Narrative Analysis  (SCWK)
Framed around three key approaches to narrative this course will provide students with the 
basis on which to develop their understanding of narrative and their skills in narrative analy-
sis.  The three approaches are: the narrative study of lives; the narrative analysis of texts; and, 
the analysis of narrative dynamics.  Through these approaches students will be introduced 
to the work of key narrative thinkers. The course, in content and delivery, re�ects the inter-
disciplinary nature of narrative. 

SOCI-4006. Honours Thesis 
The Honours thesis is a scholarly essay or research paper on a topic chosen by the student 
in consultation with a faculty committee composed of a Thesis Supervisor and another 
advi¬sor. When completed, the thesis is read and graded by this thesis committee. To pass 




